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Several tests of regional homogeneity may be applied " by
examining a few factors which would give a clue to the economic
similarities or dissimilarities, to political cleavages or cohesion,
and to the general cultural likenesses and differences ". They
concern activities of different kinds within the test region, which
must, however, be valued in their totality and not as being
juxtaposed. Among them are agriculture and industry, of course.
As pointed out in the previous chapters the unity of the agri-
cultural-industrial pattern of a region will depend on the re-
distribution of industry in general, and, in particular, on the
linkages between the various industries, on the one hand, and
to agriculture, on the other hand. Further, three kinds of direct-
trade relationships are investigated as tests: the movement of
motor vehicles, the most important banking ties, and the areas
served by branches of two large mail-order houses. All three,
correspondingly applied, can serve here also as a good basis.
Maps should be prepared showing the relevant data. These
economic tests can usefully be supplemented by corresponding
evidence of cultural relationship, also presented in map form.
Among them are the sphere of influence of educational institu-
tions, especially of higher learning, measured by the geographical
distribution of their students. Another test is the variation in
religious affiliations. Still another one, relevant to cultural as
well as commercial relationships, is the number of long-distance
telephone conversations. The circulation of daily newspapers
can serve as a measurement of the influence of metropolitan
areas on the surrounding territory.
Regional planning as a political function needs data relevant
to regional political cohesion. This can be supplied by an
analysis of the votes of Parliament over a period of, say, one
generation, although a very careful scrutiny is essential, especially
with regard^ to the urban and the rural electorates. It might
be corroborated by a mass-observation test and a Gallup poll.
Finally, traditional bonds and customs might provide a suitable
field for a test, although we should not over-value them, for the
past is, after all, something which must give way to the present
and the future. The Staff Report concludes "that the founda-
tions of homogeneity or cleavage between sections " of the same
region " cannot be adequately discovered without going beyond
physiographic, climatic, and economic criteria "; and that the
planning boards concerned " with fortifying the tendencies
that make for a wider sense of community feeling might profitably
explore the cultural facts more fully/'
Regionalism understood in this broader meaning is a vitalising
factor of first importance and, being the connecting link between
national and local planning, has to play a decisive role in the